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INTRODUCTION 
The Government Rural White Paper, published in 2001, proposed that rural communities 
should develop Town, Village and Parish Plans “to indicate how they would like their town 
or village to develop”.  

A Parish Plan is a community document that identifies existing facilities and services, 
problems to solve, and features that should be preserved. From the basic Plan, an evolving 
action plan is developed to make best use of community and external resources into the 
future.  

Hillesley & Tresham Parish Council initiated the process of developing a Parish Plan towards 
the end of 2009, and by soliciting input from everyone in the parish, and in association with 
volunteers and other bodies, has produced this document. 

The Parish  

Hillesley & Tresham is a rural parish 
lying about twenty miles north-west of 
Bristol and three miles south of 
Wotton-under-Edge on the western 
escarpment of the Cotswolds. The 
Cotswold Way, a national trail, and 
Monarch’s Way, a long-distance 
footpath, both pass through the parish. 

The civil parish of Hillesley and 
Tresham includes the four settlements 
of Hillesley, Tresham, Lower and Upper 
Kilcott, and outlying houses and farms.  
It was formed in 1991 when part of 
Hawkesbury parish, then in Avon, was 
transferred back to Gloucestershire. 

Demographic data 

The most recent data available 
suggests a total population of around 
590 in 236 households, the majority of 
which are in Hillesley. The parish plan 
survey suggests a fairly even spread 
across age groups. 

 

Figure 1: Location 
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Image produced from Ordnance Survey's Get-a-map service.  

Image reproduced with permission of Ordnance Survey and 

Ordnance Survey of Northern Ireland. 

A Brief History of the Area 

There have been settlements within the parish since at least Saxon times. The tithings of 
Hildeslei (Hillesley),  Cyllingcocotan (Kilcott) and Treshaa (Tresham) were three of the seven 
lands listed in the Parish Charter for Suth Stoc (Hawkesbury) granted by King Edgar to 
Pershore Abbey in 972 AD.2 Both Hildeslei (Hillesley) and Chilecot (Kilcott) are listed in the 
Great Domesday Book of 1086. 

Between the C17th and C19th both Hillesley and Tresham became thriving farming 
communities with a variety of associated crafts and trades; and various corn and fullers mills 
developed along the Kilcott Valley. The C20th saw the gradual end of agriculture as the 
dominant employer. As elsewhere, the loss of both men and horses in the Great War led to 

                                                      
2

  Birch, G. (ed) 1893, Cartularium Saxonicum, London. 

 

Figure 2: Approximate Parish Boundary 
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Figure 3: Hillesley 

changes in farming practice and patterns of employment. Horse transport was replaced by 
the bicycle and motor car, leading to the villages becoming less isolated and more attractive 
to commuters. 

 

Hillesley has largely become a dormitory 
village. Most of the cottages have been 
modernised and extended; only three of 
the original farms survive, two having 
become housing developments at St Giles 
Barton and Farmcote, and it has lost its 
post office, shops and Baptist chapel. The 
Fleece, one of the two original pubs, 
continues to thrive; as does the primary 
school, first established in 1875. St Giles 
Church, built in 1851, is now part of the 
Wickwar Benefice. 

 

 

 

Tresham retains the church built in 1855 
and two working farms; but has lost all 
other amenities. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lower Kilcott Farm survives, having diversified 
into fishing, livery and wood supply; but Upper 
Kilcott farms are now residential properties. 

 

 

Figure 4: Tresham 

 

Figure 5: Lower Kilcott 
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DEVELOPING THE PLAN 
In October 2009, following discussions with Gloucestershire Rural Community Council 
(GRCC), the Parish Council resolved to develop a Parish Plan in order to inform the future 
plans of both the Council and other organisations within the Parish. Stroud District Council 
(SDC) agreed to provide a grant towards the cost, and a leaflet was delivered to every 
household to explain the idea. In January 2010 everyone was invited to a drop-in event at 
The Fleece to identify the main issues of concern and to find volunteers prepared to help 
with the project. 

 

 

 

A group of four people agreed to form a steering group to further publicise the project, 
refine the issues and produce an initial Parish Plan document. This steering group, working 
under the guidance of GRCC, collected evidence of people's vision of the present and future 
through various events and conversations with groups and individuals, culminating in a 
presence on the social networking site Facebook and a questionnaire delivered to every 
household in July 2010. The results of this were analysed by GRCC and, in consultation with 
the Parish Council, developed into a list of issues and ideas to be taken forward into an 
action plan for the future. 
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SUMMARY OF MAIN FINDINGS OF THE SURVEY 
For details of the questions included in the questionnaire, please refer to Appendix A. 

Response rate  

144 questionnaires were completed out of 236 delivered, giving a response rate of 61%.  Of 
those who replied the main messages were: 

Traffic 

 54% of households would support restrictions on HGVs locally 

 48% are interested in reducing speed limits 
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Housing & Development 

 50% think affordable homes for local people should be encouraged in the parish 

 34% want no further development 

 

 

Crime & Anti-social behaviour 
People do not seem to think there is a significant problem but if there is an issue it is fly 
tipping (28%) & untidiness, litter etc (26%). 
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Services 

Most services are felt to be acceptable, but: 

 77% are not satisfied with road maintenance 

 65% are not satisfied with mobile phone reception 

 54% are not satisfied with broadband 

 45% are not satisfied with snow clearing & salt bins 

 

Environment 

51% said that addressing dog fouling is one of the 4 most important environmental 
improvements that should take place locally 

Better maintenance of footpaths and bridleways (41%) came second.  
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Community Life 

The four most important amenities are walks & footpaths (61%), the Fleece (53%), playing 
fields (55%) and village events (51%). 

Of those who expressed an interest, 60% felt there are not adequate facilities for teenagers. 

 

 
 

 

New facilities 

The things people most want to see are a village shop (67%), a community composting 
scheme (56%), local recycling facilities (54%) and bulk purchase of oil (48%). 
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Local information 

Hillesley Happenings is by far the most important method of getting local information (86%) 
followed by the Gazette (56%) and Parish notice boards (44%).  Views on whether Hillesley 
Happenings should be paper based or electronic are split equally. 
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WHAT HAPPENS NEXT 
 

The most important part of a Parish Plan is the Action Plan, found here in the second half of 
this document. This lists the issues that people felt most important, with suggestions on 
how they can be addressed.  

This section is the working, living part of the Parish Plan, and it will be subject to regular 
reviews in the months and years to come. Updates to this Plan will be placed on the parish 
website. Information on reviews and Plan updates will be found in the Parish Council 
minutes also on the website: 

www.stroud.gov.uk/hillesleyandtresham 

However, more importantly, this is where you can make a difference. Each issue needs 
driving forward, and in many cases will need active support from community members and 
groups if they are to be resolved. So if there is anything on the list that you feel strongly 
about, why not consider volunteering to help? Everything on the list was felt by many 
people to be an issue, so you needn’t feel that if you volunteer, you will be the only one! 
Why not talk to others and get together an informal group to look at some of these issues? 
We would ask however, that you let the Parish Council know when you are looking at 
something, so that we can co-ordinate everyone’s efforts. 

Already, some of the issues are being worked on by volunteers. For example, there is an oil 
syndicate being trialled in Tresham which, if it works, will be extended to cover Hillesley and 
Kilcott. 

 

View towards Hillesley, © copyright 2010 Claire Failes 

 

http://www.stroud.gov.uk/hillesleyandtresham
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ACTION PLAN 
This Action Plan is a working document. It will be subject to regular reviews in the months and years to come and the latest version will always 
be available on the parish website at:  

www.stroud.gov.uk/hillesleyandtresham 

Column 1 – Sets out the Action Points under broad headings  

Column 2 – Evidence of need  

The following sources of evidence have been used: 

a) The parish plan initial consultation, held in The Fleece on 16th January 2010 (45 people attended). Attendees were invited to comment 
on posters and this information was recorded and analysed. 

b) Statistics derived from the household survey undertaken in July 2010 (overall, 58% households responded). The survey question 
number (see Appendix 1) is indicated in this column (e.g. Q12). 

c) Written comments from the household survey. There were approximately 491 such comments.  

d) Discussions with local groups and organisations.  

e) Interviews carried out during parish events. 

f) An exercise carried out by Hillesley School during which the pupils were asked what they thought was good and bad about the parish. 

g) Comments from young people on-line via Face Book. 
 

Column 3 – Possible actions/solutions 

Suggested approaches to address the identified issues. 

Column 4 – Anticipated partners  

It is expected that the Parish Council will co-ordinate effort in putting the plan into action. This column lists organisations that are likely to be 
able to assist. 

Column 5 – Suggested time priority – short (1-2 years), medium (2-3 years), long (2+ years) 

http://www.stroud.gov.uk/hillesleyandtresham
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Specific dates will be added against the action when the ‘lead’ person has been able to look at what needs to be done and establishes a 
specific date. 

Column 6 – Status – green (completed), amber (in progress), red (not started) 

 

1. 
Issue 

2. 
Evidence of Need 

 

3. 
Possible actions/solutions 

4. 
Anticipated 

partners 

5 6 

TransportTransport

  
HGV Q4 – 54% of households 

would support restrictions 
on HGVs locally 
 
 

 

Set up and publicise centralised log of incidents in 
parish using PC and PC website. Encourage reporting 
of incidents via Hillesley Happenings (HH) etc. 

GCC – Highways 
Police 
Road Haulage 
Association (RHA) 

short 
 
 
 

 

Traffic Action Group to co-ordinate analysis, 
proposals and actions including engagement with 
RHA. 

GCC – Highways 
Police 
RHA 

medium  

Speed Q4 – 48% in favour of 
reduced speed limits 
 
 

Traffic Action Group to co-ordinate analysis, 
proposals and actions, including collection of 
evidence to support proposals for key locations:  
Hawkesbury Hill, Kilcott Road (school area), Tresham 
Furlongs. 

GCC – Highways 
Police 

medium  

Road 
maintenance 

Q13 78% dissatisfied with 
road maintenance - 
Kilcott has particular 
problems 
 

Publicise the contacts for reporting potholes via HH, 
websites and village notice boards. 

GCC – Highways 
 
 

short 
 
 

 

Lobby for resurfacing through Lower Kilcott. GCC – Highways short  

Investigate GCC having centralised log of reports and 
actions, available via PC website. 

GCC – Highways 
GRCC 

medium  
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1. 
Issue 

2. 
Evidence of Need 

 

3. 
Possible actions/solutions 

4. 
Anticipated 

partners 

5 6 

Snow clearance 
and grit bins 

Q13 45% dissatisfied with 
grit provision 
 

Develop Community Emergency plans for Hillesley, 
Tresham and Kilcott 

GCC - Highways medium  

Map and review location of grit bins.   short  

Identify where additional salt/grit bins needed. 
Replace where necessary – investigate grants. 

GCC – Highways 
SDC 

short  

Parking Q5 31% identified parking 
problem areas 
 

Traffic Action Group to co-ordinate analysis, 
proposals and actions, including collection of 
evidence to support proposals for key areas: 
Hawkesbury Hill-High Street, Kilcott Rd (school 
area), Chapel Lane. 

GCC – highways 
Police 

medium   

HousingHousing

  
Housing 
 
 
 

Q9 50% think affordable 
homes for local people 
should be encouraged, 
35% think there should be 
no further development 

PC to consider results of PP (noting evidence by 
area) – as part of process of considering 
applications. 

SDC – Planning 
 
 

short  

Conduct an analysis of affordable housing needs in 
order to establish the nature and size of any further 
housing development requirements. 

GRCC long  

Ask for findings of PP and analysis to be 
incorporated into future planning documents 
covering the parish.   

GCC – Planning 
SDC - Planning 

long  
 

 

EnvironmentEnvironment

  



 HILLESLEY & TRESHAM PARISH PLAN Feb-2011 
   

17 
 

1. 
Issue 

2. 
Evidence of Need 

 

3. 
Possible actions/solutions 

4. 
Anticipated 

partners 

5 6 

Dog fouling Q14 51% wanted dog 
fouling issues addressed 
Playing field and 
pavements identified as 
problem areas 

Publicise responsible dog ownership on notice 
boards.  
Encourage reporting of offenders. 

Hillesley 
Happenings 

short  

Work with dog warden- publicise what they can do. SDC- dog warden short  

Provide an additional litter bin in Hawkesbury Rd 
(also able to take dog waste).   
Investigate grants. 

SDC medium  

Talk to the Jubilee Field Management Committee 
about signage and possible action (as in 
Hawkesbury). 
Consider local bylaw – implications. 

JFMC   

Investigate S. Glos. Green dog walkers scheme (see 
Gazette, 6 Jan 2011). 

Volunteers   

Run campaign to communicate problem, risks and 
solutions and to educate – in Hillesley Happenings, 
posters, school activity etc. 

Ed. of HH, Hillesley 
School. JFMC 

  

Link with footpath monitoring exercise (below) to 
identify particular ‘hotspots’ on walks leaving the 
villages. 

Footpath wardens 
volunteers 

  

Footpaths Q15 62% identified 
footpaths as important 
amenity. Q14 41% want 
better maintenance  

PC to continue and improve monitoring and 
reporting.  
Recruit additional volunteers. Liaise with local 
farmers and land owners to address any blockages 
etc. 

Footpath wardens 
GCC - PROW 

short  
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1. 
Issue 

2. 
Evidence of Need 

 

3. 
Possible actions/solutions 

4. 
Anticipated 

partners 

5 6 

If GCC funding is cut, PC to look into getting a 
volunteer group/ paying someone to check/maintain 
footpaths on cyclical basis. Involve partners if 
appropriate. 

GCC- PROW 
Glos. Wildlife Trust 
Ramblers 
Association 
Cotswold wardens 
Local landowners 
and farmers 

medium  

ServicesServices

  
 
Electronic 
Communic-
ations 
 

Q13 53% dissatisfied with 
broadband speed  

Monitor GCC/Herefordshire initiative  
 

  long   

Investigate cost, advantages and disadvantages of 
creating community wireless hot spots in Hillesley 
and in Tresham. 

Volunteer group medium  

Conduct a survey of local usage and establish 
whether there are advantages with any particular 
supplier. 

Volunteer group medium  

Approach BT to find out what needs to be done to 
improve speed. 

Volunteer group medium  

Investigate what other local Parishes are doing (e.g. 
Hawkesbury). 

Local Parish 
councils, BT 

medium  

65% dissatisfied with 
mobile phone reception  

Conduct a survey of local usage and establish 
whether there are advantages with any particular 
supplier. 

Volunteer group 
 

medium  
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1. 
Issue 

2. 
Evidence of Need 

 

3. 
Possible actions/solutions 

4. 
Anticipated 

partners 

5 6 

Monitor national initiatives on mobile phone 
reception.  Approach main suppliers and enquire 
what would be necessary to improve reception. 

Volunteer group medium  

Investigate mobile signal booster appliances and 
publicise. Consider bulk purchase scheme if feasible. 

Volunteers medium  

Concerns about poor 
reception for digital radio 

Monitor national initiatives, particularly proposed 
cease of FM. 

Volunteers long  

Power supply Frequent power cuts in 
the winter 

Raise the issue with local energy providers and 
request improvements. 

Local energy 
providers 

medium  

Feedback on occasional 
power surges 

Encourage people to report voltage drops and 
power surges, particularly where associated with 
equipment failure. 

 short  

Consider having a parish log of power problems  medium  

Refuse 
collection 

Multiple comments 
regarding lack of care 
exercised during refuse 
collection 

Raise the issue with SDC and discuss remedies. District Councillor 
SDC 

short  

CrimeCrime

 The general feedback throughout the consultation is that Crime & Anti-social behaviour are not seen as significant issues within 
 the Parish. 

Police presence More than a dozen 
comments received on 
lack of police visibility 

Discuss findings with local police representatives.  
Investigate the feasibility of implementing suggested 
improvements such as increased evening visits, and 
more instances of police walking through the 
villages. 

Local police -  
Dursley group 
SDC - 
Neighbourhood 
warden 

medium  
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1. 
Issue 

2. 
Evidence of Need 

 

3. 
Possible actions/solutions 

4. 
Anticipated 

partners 

5 6 

CommunityCommunity

 
Events 
 
 

Q15 51% considered 
village events important  

Encourage/ co-ordinate? 
Consider opportunities to celebrate the Queen’s 
Diamond Jubilee? 

The Fleece, JFMC,  
FOHS, Churches, 
Other local groups. 
Tresham? 

medium  

Village meeting 
places 
 
 

Q15 only 15% consider 
village hall to be an 
important amenity 
 

Investigate why Hopkins Hall isn’t used more. JFMC   

Continue to review grant gifting by PC and take into 
account PP responses when prioritizing. 

   

Tresham has no 
community meeting place 

Investigate possibilities of using Tresham church for 
community events. 

Tresham 
community 

short  

Playing field 
 

Q15 54% considered 
playing field important but 
also identified as place of 
anti-social behaviour. 

Investigate ways to increase facilities for children 
and young people.  

JFMC 
Volunteers 

medium  

Investigate ways of encouraging teenagers to be 
proactive – find someone to work with them. 

Volunteers 
Young Gloucester  

long  

 

Explore ways of discouraging anti-social behaviour 
and preventing damage. 

JFMC 
police 
Neighbourhood 
warden 

medium  

Oil Q17 47% support for bulk 
oil purchase scheme 

Research possibilities. 
Set up local syndicate. 

Locality volunteers Short 
 

 

Village shop 
 
 
 

Q17 66% would support a 
village shop (18% offered 
to assist) 

Investigate feasibility – tour of a village shop – talk 
at a Parish meeting. 

Volunteer group long   
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1. 
Issue 

2. 
Evidence of Need 

 

3. 
Possible actions/solutions 

4. 
Anticipated 

partners 

5 6 

Community 
composting 

Q17 55% would support 
community composting 
(10% offered to assist) 

Make contact with another community with 
community composting - Hawkesbury, Lower 
Slaughter, Bisley with Lypiatt. 

HAA 
Volunteer working 
group? 

medium  

Recycling Q17 54% support for local 
recycling facility  

Lobby SDC about cardboard recycling collection. SDC short  

Research other possibilities for recycling. Volunteers medium  

Produce guide to what and where. Volunteers medium  

Information Q18 86% use Hillesley 
Happenings for 
information 

Renew invitation for electronic version of Hillesley 
Happenings. Drop-off point for Tresham?  

HH   

43% use parish notice 
boards for information. 

Ensure up-to-date and relevant.  short  

Only 12% use Parish 
Council web site for 
information 

Investigate ways of increasing use of PC web site.  short  

Consider expanding range of information and event 
reporting available. 

 short  
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APPENDIX A – SURVEY QUESTIONS 
 
Question 1 Where do you live? (tick one) 

  Hillesley 

  Tresham 

  Lower and Upper Kilcott 

  Outside the above 

Question 2 How many people of each age group normally live in your household? (tick all 
that apply) 

  One person Two people Three people Four people 

 Age 0-4     

 Age 5-11     

 Age 12-18     

 Age 19-25     

 Age 26-59     

 Age 60+     

Question 3 How long have you, as a household, lived in the parish? (tick one) 

  0-4 years 

  5-19 years 

  20+ years 

Question 4 How many vehicles are based at your household? (tick one) 

  0 

  1 

  2 

  3+ 

Question 5 Would you use any of the following if they were made available?(tick all that 
apply) 

  Dial a Ride 

  Shared taxi scheme 

  Public transport 

  Car sharing 

  Other (Please specify) 

Question 6  Which of the following would you support locally? (tick all that apply) 

  Reduced speed limits 

  Speed humps 

  Vehicle activated flashing signals 

  Speed cameras 

  Traffic calming islands 

  Restrictions on HGVs 

  Other 

Question 7  Where do you think speeding traffic is a problem in the parish?  

Question 8  Where do you think parking is a problem in the parish?  

Question 9 Do you think any of the following are a problem locally? (tick one) 

  Crime 
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  Anti-social behaviour 

  Neither 

 If you believe that there are issues please identify the location(s) 

Question 
10 

Please tick the issues that particularly concern you: (tick all that apply) 

  Vandalism 

  Burglary 

  Excessive noise 

  Drink related issues 

  Drug related issues 

  Bullying 

  Fly tipping 

  Untidiness (litter etc) 

 Any additional issues or concerns? 

Question 
11 

Are you satisfied by the police service provided locally? (tick one) 

  Yes 

  No 

 Suggestions for improvement 

Question 
12 

What types of new development should be encouraged in the parish? (tick all 
that apply) 

  Affordable homes for local people 

  Starter homes 

  Small family homes 

  Large family homes 

  Homes for the elderly  

  Local business 

  Industrial development 

  No further development 

  Other developments (Please specify) 

Question 
13 

Are you satisfied with the following services? (tick one box in each row)[Yes, 
No, N/A] 

  Water supply 

  Electricity supply 

  Street cleaning 

  Road maintenance 

  Refuse collection 

  Recycling collection 

  Street lighting 

  Sewerage/drainage 

  TV reception 

  Mobile phone reception 

  Broadband 

  Snow clearance / salt bins 

 Suggestions or possible solutions 

Question Here is a list of possible environmental improvements that could take place 
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14 locally. Please tick the top 5 you would support. 

  Litter removal 

  Addressing dog fouling issues 

  Measures to reduce fly tipping 

  Better maintenance of ditches and streams 

  Better maintenance of footpaths and bridleways 

  Repair broken walls 

  Tidier roadside verges 

  Community composting scheme 

  Local re-cycling facilities 

  Development of wildflower areas 

 Other suggestions 

Question 
15 

Which of the following amenities are important to your household?  
Please tick the top 5 you would support. 

  Hillesley School 

  Village churches 

  Pub – The Fleece 

  Hopkins Hall 

  Village clubs/groups 

  Playing fields 

  Village events 

  Walks and footpaths 

  Other – please identify 

Question 
16 

Which of the following would you like to see in your village? Which would you 
be prepared to help operate?  (Please tick all proposals that you would 
support) 

  Village shop 

  Youth club 

  Re-cycling/composting scheme 

  Bulk oil purchase scheme 

  Community wind turbine 

  Newspaper delivery 

  Parcel drop off point 

  Other (please specify eg clubs, facilities) 

Question 
17 

If you have children/teenagers, are there adequate facilities for them locally? 
(tick one) 

  Yes 

  No 

  N/A 

 Please make suggestions for any additional facilities 

Question 
18 

Which of the following do you use for local information? Please tick all that 
you use. 

  Hillesley Happenings 

  Parish Council website (www.stroud.gov.uk/hillesleyandtresham) 

  Hillesley website (http://www.hillesley.info/) 

  Tresham website (http://tresham.org.uk/) 

http://www.stroud.gov.uk/hillesleyandtresham
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  Hillesley School website(http:// www.hillesleyprimaryschool.ik.org) 

  Local Facebook groups 

  Parish notice boards 

  The Gazette 

  Other – please specify 

Question 
19 

Would you be happy to receive Hillesley Happenings electronically? (tick one) 

  Yes, would be happy to receive it electronically 

  No, receive a printed version and want to continue with this 

  Already receive it electronically 

  Do not receive a copy currently, but would like a printed version if 
possible 

 


