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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Sunday services 10.30am
Sunday services various

Wotton Baptist Church, hybrid church
St Giles, check Facebook

NOVEMBER
Tuesday 2
Saturday 6
Saturday 6
Sunday 7
Sunday 7
Tuesday 9
Wednesday 10
Saturday 13
Saturday 13
Saturday 13
Sunday 14
Sunday 14
Saturday 20
Sunday 21
Sunday 21
Wednesday 24
Sunday 28
Sunday 28

Charity of the Month: Movember
Hillesley School and KLB term starts
11am
GCC & SDC surgery, Hopkins Hall
5.30pm
Fireworks at the Wotton Community PARC
3pm
St Giles, All Souls, Time to Remember
7.30pm
Quiz Night, The Fleece
8pm
Parish Council meeting, Hopkin’s Hall
10.30am Coffee Morning, The Fleece, £3.50, raffle
from 2pm Church Autumn Bazaar, Old Chapel Hall
Annual Hillesley CC awards dinner
7.30pm
The Schmoozenbergs live band, Hawkesbury
10.50am War Memorial, 11am St Giles
7.30pm
Acoustic Night, The Fleece
Tearfund Quiz Night, Wotton Baptist Church
10.30am St Giles, Communion
7.30pm
Vinyl Night ‘Bribery & Corruption’
10.30am JFMC Hopkins Hall Coffee Morning
8am
St Giles, Advent Sunday Communion
7.30pm
Live music at The Fleece with David Pitt

DECEMBER
Sunday 5

4pm

Christingle, St Giles

Monday 22 November HH copy deadline for December/January edition.

Hillesley Happenings newsletter: all news welcome – please send us your info about
local events, clubs and all-sorts. Editorial louisa.lockwood@mac.com Advertising Arlene
Greenwood greenwoods@tuliptree.org.uk. Kindly delivered to local houses by Lillian &
Terry Mountford, Margaret Plummer, Louise Clements, Chris Taylor, Kate Woodrow,
and the Whitbreads. The printing is paid for from ads revenue.

DIRECTORY
Parish Council
Simon Lee
01666 890230
The Fleece Inn
01453 520003
Hillesley Primary
School
01453 843551
Jubilee Field
and Hopkins Hall Hire
Gerry Shaw
07789 762644
St Giles Church
Church warden
Martin Crossley
01453 844391
Pre-school Forest
School
Hannah Druett
07870 498108
Allotment Association
Faz Holder
Viola Broussine

Hillesley Cricket Club
Phil Frankland
01453 521320

Young Person’s
Phone Line
01453 705350
Ages 11-25
Open from 5-7pm
Monday to Friday
Run by The Door.

Hillesley Tennis Club
John Knowles
johnkpknowles55
@yahoo.co.uk
Music with Mummy
Katie Carter
07912 617818
Wotton Baptist Church
Arlene Greenwood
01453 520345
Hawkesbury Shop
01454 238639
Spar, Kingswood
01453 842230

THE DOOR
YOUTH PROJECT

Facebook
@TheDoorStroud
www.thedoor.org.uk
Open to all young people
aged 11-25 and their
families, for support.

MUSIC WITH MUMMY
Music with Mummy is a
carefully structured
programme of classes
taking your child on a
wonderful, fun and
sensory musical journey
from birth until school
age. Packed with
educational benefits and
excitement! Contact
www.musicwithmummy.c
o.uk/wotton/
Mob: 07912 617818
Email: musicwithmummy
katie@hotmail.com
Insta
@musicwithmummykatie
FB @MusicwithMummy.
WottonUnderEdge

Hillesley Happenings: neighbour support, for any query or need:
•
•
•

Phone Jacqui Moore tel: 01453 521826 / 07799 618009
Phone David Darlow tel: 01453 842947
Phone Louisa Lockwood tel: 01453 845710 / 07866 386416
Email louisa.lockwood@mac.com

Facebook @HillesleyHappenings ‘Like’ the page to stay in touch [390+ followers]
Hillesley Happenings WhatsApp Contact Jacqui Moore (07799 618009) or Mez Elcombe
(07849 833001) to join the group (136 folk).

HILLESLEY
CRICKET CLUB
Phil Frankland
Tel: 01453 521320
phillinmarell@
btinternet.com

The season started in
snow at Chipping Sodbury
in April and finished in
glorious sunshine on a
rock-hard wicket at the
end of September in
Hillesley. The Pratt Cup
has returned to Hillesley
but the Rollo Trophy will
be spending a sabbatical
year in Kingswood. There
were some famous
victories and frustrating
losses.
We had two batters score
their first centuries, Jim
Davis and Sam Rabjohns,
and two first half
centuries, Steve Hayward
and Elliot Frankland.
There were no five wicket
hauls this summer but
Andy Starling with 4 for
28 and Jim Mason with 4
for 11 had two great
returns in games. All of
the annual awards will be
made at our dinner at HQ
on 13 November,
although you can find all

our results and statistics
online at
https://hillesley.playcricket.com/home if you
want a sneak preview of
who might be up for a
trophy!
I would like to thank
everyone who made this
year’s Presidents game a
truly memorable occasion
as we celebrated the life
of Ian Baker, aka “the run
maker.” We had a
marvellous cricket tea
thanks to Gillian Hayward
with a selection of other
cake contributions on top
and a great chilli tea in
the garden of The Fleece
featuring contributions
from across the team and
families. Many thanks to
Deborah, family and
friends as well. It was a
great day.
At this time of year, I do
like to mention and thank
everyone who makes
cricket happen in the
village. Thanks to the
JFMC for enabling us to
also host Hawkesbury 3rd
team this summer. This
has enabled more
crossover between our
two sides which has been
of particular benefit for
younger players. Gavin
Bailey for his tireless work
on the square and Dean
Gigg for the continual
demands of mowing the

field – both deserve
enormous gratitude.
Andrew Starling for
picking and captaining the
Sunday side and Youth
Policy for co-ordinating a
crack squad for the Pratt
Cup campaign. Matt
Vaughan for managing
the fixture list in the
complex Covid
environment, it can only
get easier Matt over the
next decade or so!
Finally, thanks to all the
staff and management at
The Fleece for their
continued excellent
hospitality regardless of
the outcome of the game
and the smiles or frowns
on players faces.
The T20 World Cup and
then a certain tour down
under in an attempt to
regain the Ashes will keep
our cricket interest going
throughout the winter
and hopefully make April
2022 not seem too far
away.
See you next year.
Phil

HILLESLEY &
TRESHAM
PARISH COUNCIL
www.htpc.org.uk
Chair: Simon Lee
Tel: 01666 890230
Clerk: Elizabeth Oakley
Email:
htpclerk@gmail.com
Next meeting: Tuesday 9
November, 8pm,
Hopkins Hall, Hillesley
Chair’s Report
We were back in Hopkins
Hall for the October
Parish Council meeting.
Highways and footpaths
are a regular agenda item
and, during the past
month, councillors have
walked the five circular
footpath routes around
Hillesley as shown on the
Parish Council website.
These routes were
originally defined,
documented and
published to
commemorate the
Millennium. I’m pleased
to say that our local

Cotswold Warden will join
us for November’s
meeting when this subject
will be discussed further.
Our aim is to update the
footpath guide notes,
improve accessibility and
ease of use for all.
Highways
We had a meeting
recently with a
representative of GCC
Highways to discuss the
condition of roads
throughout the Parish.
It’s good to see the repair
work being undertaken on
Alderley Road and more
will follow. However, it’s
very important for us all
to keep reporting
potholes and other road
damage to
Gloucestershire County
Council Highways Dept.
The only effective way of
doing this is via the
website.
www.gloucestershire.gov.
uk/highways/roads/yourhighways-report-it/.

All reported issues will be
investigated and followed
up as appropriate.
Local Councillors’
surgeries
Our local District and
County Councillors feel it
important that they are
able to consult with their
electorate so that
residents can discuss
topics of concern or
interest. The next surgery
at Hopkins Hall will be on
Saturday 6 November at
11am. However, following
the recent murder of Sir
David Amess MP whilst he
was conducting a routine
constituency surgery,
security advice has been
sought. Among measures
being implemented (at
least in the near term) is a
requirement to make an
appointment before
attending. Please use
these email addresses:
•

Cllr Rich Wilsher
(SDC, Kingswood
Ward)
Cllr.Rich.Wilsher@
stroud.gov.uk

•

Cllr Linda Cohen
(GCC, Wotton
Division)
linda.cohen@glouces
tershire.gov.uk

https://stroud.moderngov
.co.uk/mgFindMember.as
px
https://glostext.glouceste
rshire.gov.uk/mgFindMe
mber.aspx
New Railway Station at
Charfield
A consultation period has
started to enable public
comment regarding the
proposal for a new
railway station at
Charfield. Drop-in events
are being held as follows:
• Monday 8 November,
3pm to 7pm,
Wotton Town Hall,
Market Street, Wottonunder-Edge
• Wednesday 10
November,
2pm to 5.30pm,
at Charfield Memorial
Hall, Wotton Road,
Charfield
• Saturday 13 November,
10.30am to 2.30pm,
at Charfield Memorial
Hall, Wotton Road,
Charfield
The next Parish Council
meeting will be on
Tuesday 9 November,

8pm in Hopkins Hall,
Hillesley.

Kingswood Greenway
Group.

Simon Lee (Chair)
Parish Council members:
Mark Humphries, Wayne
Cockram, Steve Hayward,
Rachel Preece, and
Elizabeth Oakley (clerk).

The 12-week consultation
period started on Tuesday
19 October and ends on
Monday 10 January 2022.
Have your say:

MORE ABOUT CHARFIELD
TRAIN STATION…
The proposal is for a new
station near to the site of
the original station on
Station Road. Potential
open date: end of 2024.
Plans include north and
southbound platforms,
minimum hourly trains in
both directions (Bristol
and Gloucester),
footbridge, cycle parking,
bus stop, car park with
electric vehicle charge
points. The station project
team are working with
the Wotton-Charfield-

•
•

•

•

in person (see drop
in dates above);
online at
www.southglos.gov.
uk/consultation and
search for Charfield
Station
ask for a printed
copy by email
CharfieldStation@
southglos.gov.uk
or by phone 01454
868 000

Find out more, visit the
project website at
www.southglos.gov.uk/
CharfieldStation

St. Giles Church – Autumn
Bazaar
Old Chapel Hall
Saturday 13 November
from 2.00pm

There will be the usual stalls including
cakes, teas, produce, raffle, records,
Christmas items, bric-a-brac, toys
and games for all.
(subject to current Covid guidelines)

We are looking to host a
Christmas craft market in
early December so any
local crafters please
contact us for details and
to book a slot!
fleecepub@outlook.com

THE FLEECE INN

October has been another
great month for us and
we had fun with the
Countryfile team with
Myk doing his action shot
of carrying a tray of
glasses! Thank you to Fred
for the beautiful flowers,
they’ve been appreciated
by everyone in the pub.

Watch out for exciting
news from The Fleece
kitchen through
November!
Mykel & Rebecca
DATES FOR THE DIARY
Sunday 7 November
7.30pm, Quiz night

Wednesday 10 November
10.30am, Coffee Morning
£3.50 for coffee and cake
Sunday 14 November
7.30pm, Acoustic night
Sunday 21 November
7.30pm, Vinyl Night
‘Bribery & Corruption'
Sunday 28 November
7.30pm, live music with
David Pitt
Please follow our
Facebook page for other
updates and events
https://www.facebook.co
m/fleeceinnhillesley

⚽ KIDS

ODE TO THE FALLEN
In David and Mary Anne’s garden at the corner next to me
There stood a high and mighty, stately old ash tree.
Every springtime we would watch for if its leaves came out
Before the oak tree’s – Summer deluges or drought?
The birds would often perch there, a lofty vantage spot
To see if there was food about, marauding cats, or not.
But then the news was broadcast about ash tree dieback
And, sad to say, the tree surgeons came along to hack.
Efficiently they lopped off branches, followed by the trunk –
Piles of solid ash tree ended up in chunks.
Perhaps there will be benefits from where the old tree stood
Keeping out the winter cold, with memorial firewood!
By Margaret Plummer, 2021

FOOTBALL
Thursdays, 4-5pm
Children aged 4-7
years old, beginners.
Hillesley Jubilee
playing field (parking
available) Cost: £8 per
child (1 hour of
coaching) pay as you
play or £26 per month.
Contact Rich Cullimore
(the football coach) for
more information or to
book your place.
Mobile: 07950 457745.

www.utea.org.uk

CHRISTMAS WREATH
WORKSHOPS
Sun 5 December, 10am - 12noon
Sun 12 December, 2 - 4pm
Come along and get into the Christmas Spirit. With Caroline
Clements Flowers, you will design and create your own luxury
Christmas wreath full of seasonal foliage and other goodies,
finished with luxury ribbon. All materials provided. £45 per person
Spaces are limited, so early booking advised.
Call 07769 975436 or email carolineclementsflowers@gmail.com
u nder
t he
e dge
a rts_

Under the Edge Arts • The Chipping Hall • GL12 7AD

CHRISTMAS OR
COUNTRY CUSHION
WORKSHOP
Tuesday 9 November
10am – 4pm, £45
Hopkins Hall, Hillesley
You choose which style of
cushion you want
(Christmas or Country) to
make and using the free
motion technique you will
create your own cushion
You will learn how to set
up your machine ready
for free motion sewing,

You will be shown all the
techniques necessary to
cut and prepare
everything ready to be
sewn onto your front
panel, when complete
you will turn your design
into a cute cushion to
take home.
£45 includes all materials,
tea and cake. Please bring
lunch.
Some tools and sewing
machines are available to

use if you don’t have your
own but are limited,
please let us know when
booking.
Contact Samantha and
Nicki from Beckett & Brain
to book or for further
information;
Mobile: 07775 806 364
Email: atlanticopernicus@
hotmail.co.uk

LIVE BAND!!!!
The
Schmoozenbergs
Saturday 13 November
7.30pm, Hawkesbury
Upton Village Hall
The Schmoozenbergs
bring ‘upbeat good-time
music’ says Songlines. Get
a taster here
https://schmusic.co.uk
The evening includes bar,
raffle and refreshments.
Tickets are £10 adults,
£5 for under 16’s and
students.
For info and tickets,
Mobile: 07817 226 612.

LITTLE FISHES
TODDLER GROUP
Thursdays during term
time, 10am-12 noon
Wotton Baptist Church

ST GILES
CHURCH

Rev Canon David Russell
01454 294267
davidrussell@gmx.com
wickwarbenefice.moonfru
it.com
Facebook@HillesleyStGiles
Services
Sunday 7 November
3pm, All Souls, Time to
Remember
Sunday 14 November
10.50am, War Memorial
Sunday 21 November
10.30am, Christ the King,
Parish Communion
Sunday 28 November
Advent Sunday
8am, Communion
Sunday 5 December
4pm, Christingle
Candles, Poppies,
Oranges and Sweets
Welcome to November!
And our attempt at
restoring some of our
regular events and
festivities.
I sincerely hope that this
finds you all well and that
memories of lockdowns
and tiers are becoming

easier to talk about as a
little more freedom
comes our way.
November brings with it
some special moments
that we are adamant we
are going to do as
normally as possible. We
have found that some
innovations, caused by
the limitations of Covid,
have proved popular and
may influence how we do
things in future, let me
explain:
Time to Remember
Sunday 7 November
This is the annual Sunday
service where you can
remember your loved one
by lighting a candle in
church and have their
name remembered in
prayer. Last year, because
we couldn’t ‘gather’ we
left our churches open for
folk to come and go. That
proved popular, and we
are doing that this year
between 2pm and 5pm on
the Sunday. And there will
be a short service, at
which names will be read
and candles lit, at 3pm,
for those who wish to
stay. Many funerals
couldn’t be attended fully
last year so you are very
welcome to use this time
to gather and remember
those whose services you
couldn’t get to, and leave
their name as well. You
would be very welcome.

Remembrance
Sunday
Sunday 14 November
We will be ‘back to
normal’ with this
important day as well,
gathering at The War
Memorial at the usual
time at 10.50am ready for
the two minutes silence.
We are grateful to all
those who will have
decorated our places of
worship and our
memorial for this day.
Christingle
Sunday 5 December, 4pm
We hope you are able to
join us for this annual
service that begins
Advent as we count down
to Christmas, and we
support the noble and
necessary work of the
Children’s Society. Last
year, to avoid handling,
we asked you to make
your own Christingles and
bring them along. They
were amazing, and it was
great to have a church full
of Christingles all slightly
different but all giving the
same message of the light
of hope in the world. We
would love you to do the
same this year. Kits and
instructions will be
available from Wickwar
Rectory. Please contact
Julia, the parish
administrator, or David
for details. There is no

need to book your seat
this year, just ask for the
Christingle kit.
Let us make November a
time of Remembrance,
Hope and thankfulness.
Every blessing
David

FOODBANK
Yate Food Bank were so
pleased with all your
recent donations,
particularly with the items
donated at Hillesley
School’s Harvest Festival.
The latest list of urgently
needed items is pinned up
in the church porch or can
be seen at:
https://northbristol.
foodbank.org.uk/givehelp/donate-food/.
Thanks to all for your
continuing support.
Jill Crossley

COMMUNITY HUB

The Keepers Community
Hub is open on Symn
Lane, Wotton-underEdge.
Monday, Tuesday and
Thursday: 9am-4pm
Wednesday and Friday:
9am-1pm
Tel: 07585 466418
Email: thekeeperscom
munityhub@gmail.com
www.thekeepers.org.uk
www.facebook.com/TheK
eepersCommunityHub

FIRST STEPS &
CARLY ELIZABETH
SCHOOL OF DANCE
HAWKESBURY - UPTON
CONTACT US TO BOOK A FREE TRIAL LESSON FOR ANY
OF OUR CLASSES.
BALLET, TAP & MODERN - SUITABLE FOR ALL AGES

CLASSES AVAILABLE WITHIN
HAWKESBURY UPTON VILLAGE HALL GL19
1AU

Find and follow us on Facebook & Instagram

Email carly_hall@hotmail.co.uk

Telephone
07540339511

JUBILEE FIELD
MANAGEMENT
COMMITTEE

Chair: Jenny Chappell
jennychappell17
@gmail.com
Treasurer: Gerry Shaw
shaws@yaudet.co.uk
Secretary: Sue Crighton
suecrighton@hotmail.co.
uk
COFFEE MORNINGS
The October coffee
morning was a very
friendly occasion again
and thank you to
everyone who attended.
Our next coffee morning
will be on Wed 24 Nov in
Hopkins Hall 10.30 to 12
noon. Everyone is
welcome – lovely cakes
and lovely coffee/tea and
lovely company, what
more can anyone want on
a cold November
morning! Hope to see
you there.
CHRISTMAS SPECIAL
MORNING
We are hoping to hold a
special Christmas ‘coffee’
morning on Wednesday
22 December but there
will be a festive feel to the
morning with mulled
wine, sausage rolls, mince
pies etc to get everyone
into the festive mood.

More details will follow in
the December HH.
LOTTERY
The winner for the
October draw was
Hannah Druett (1st prize
of £65) – congratulations!
If you want to join the
Lottery and have the
chance to win, please
contact any member of
the committee.
GENERAL
We are very pleased to
report that bookings have
increased lately for the
Hall and this is great news
as it’s such a good facility
to have in the village and
it’s good to see it being
put to good use. So, thank
you to everyone. If you do
want to book it for a
party, family gathering or
any other event, then
please contact our
Treasurer, Gerry, as he
has the timetable.
PLAY EQUIPMENT
At the Fun Day, we asked
children to vote on their
preferred proposed
replacement for the
present slide unit on the
field and the vast majority
chose the All Out Play
design. We still need to
raise quite a bit of money

DOGS
All dogs must be kept on a lead on the village
field. All dog mess must be bagged and binned.

for this – total cost will be
in the region of £12,000 –
but we have informed the
company of our choice
and they are happy to
hold the price for us until
we can afford to have the
unit installed. In the
meantime, you will have
noticed that the old
climbing tower has been
removed and that the
existing slide unit has
been repaired
temporarily. A big thank
you to Martin Crossley
and Peregrine Fraser for
their work on this.
We are also investigating
a replacement piece of
equipment for the tower.
AND FINALLY …
Sorry to have to mention
this again but there are
still occasions when dog
mess is found on the field.
We are at a loss as to how
this can be avoided but
live in hope that the dog
owners who are
responsible will actually
realise how horrible it
would be for a child to
encounter this whilst
playing. There are FOUR
waste bins on the field so
there is absolutely no
excuse for leaving mess
uncollected. Please
remember – all dogs must
be kept on the lead whilst
on the field.
Jenny Chappell
Chair, JFMC

Hawkesbury
Community Shop

High Street, Hawkesbury
Upton
Tel: (01454) 238639
Opening times:
Mon-Sat: 7am – 7pm
Sunday and Bank
holidays:
8am – 1pm
retail@hawkesburystore
s.co.uk
www.hawkesburystores.co.uk

AUTUMN & CHRISTMAS
Garden Workshops
Hawkesbury Village Hall
A series of fun, plant-filled, participative workshops for the coming
months to Christmas!

Spring Bulbs Workshops
Saturday October 16 and November 6th
Learn about the dazzling array of spring bulbs and create your own
“lasagne” bulb display! Time: 10 to 12 a.m. Cost - £35.00

Christmas Wreath Evening Workshop
Friday Dec 10th 7.00 to 9.30 p.m
A demonstration in how to create your very own special and individual
wreath for Christmas. Includes a pre-consultation for any special
requirements you would like to include in your wreath. Prosecco and
mince pies. Tickets £45.00 each

Christmas Flowers Workshop
Saturday Dec 18th
Enjoy a relaxed morning learning some key floristry principles and then
enjoy creating your own unique Christmas table or mantelpiece design.
Includes a pre-consultation to find out about any special requirements you
may have re colours and style. Tickets £45.00 each

All materials supplied as well as lots of scrummy refreshments!
For more information, please contact Emma Clark on 07716494585.

OPEN DURING LOCKDOWN

ADS IN THIS
NEWSLETTER

DO YOU SUFFER PAIN, DISCOMFORT OR STIFFNESS?
Osteopath (& Cranial Osteopath)
Hello, I am Annastasia Fraser (AKA Daisy/mum to Lilah and Freya).

•

I live in Hillesley and I may be able to help!

•

I work at Nailsworth Natural Health Clinic and, when necessary,

•

Hillesley. I can usually help with pain in the back, neck, knee, foot &
ankle, shoulder, elbow & wrist, as well as sciatica and some
headaches. In addition, osteopathy may also help a variety of
difficulties experienced by babies and children.
I am happy to give free initial advice by phone and to discuss
whether osteopathy might be appropriate for you, your baby or your
child. Please do text me on 07884 312 844 to arrange a call.
For more information about Annastasia, Osteopathy and
Appointments please visit www.nailsworthnaturalhealth.co.uk

•

reach circa 200
households in
Hillesley & Kilcot
e-copy to circa 40
subscribers including
Tresham residents
Hillesley Primary
School families
run your advert on
Hillesley Happenings
Facebook to 330+
people

£4 small ad per issue
£30 year (10 issues)
£10 full page per issue
Please contact Arlene
Greenwood on
01453 520345
greenwoods@tuliptree.
org.uk

We share your
genuine care

Attentive personal care &
luxurious comforts set in
a beautiful Cotswolds park

Award winning nursing care home
The Hollies provides the ultimate in
state-of-the-art accommodation.
Spacious, beautifully designed rooms,
suites and living areas along with pretty
gardens provide residents with a high
quality of living. Exceptional dining caters
for the most discerning preferences and
needs. An array of activities, events and
celebrations are enjoyed by all.

HOLLIES NURSING CARE • HOLLY OAK DEMENTIA CARE • APARTMENTS BY THE HOLLIES

We welcome immediate and planned admissions.
For tours or further information:
Call 01453 541400
Email info@thehollies.co.uk
thehollies.co.uk
Drake Lane, Dursley GL11 5HA

event on Saturday 16
October at Lovettswood
Farm.

FRIENDS OF HILLESLEY
SCHOOL
The Hillesley Christmas
Card 2021 event!
A massive thank you from
everyone at FOHS, firstly
for all your entries (of
which there were 101!)
for the Hillesley Christmas
card competition, as well
as turning up in your
hundreds to attend our

We had 171 votes posted
through our Christmas
post box and are
delighted to announce
that the winners are
Hannah Druett with ‘On
Thin Ice’ (geese on the
pond) and Angela Gigg
with ‘See Amid the winter
snow’ (the church).
We made over £500 for
the school and the
winners’ photos (and
hopefully all of them!) will
be aired on Countryfile on
Sunday 21 November.

Christmas Cards
Now all you have to do is
buy the cards! £6 a pack
of 10, £5 a pack if you buy
two or more. We will also
be doing a montage like
last year. If you would like
to order some cards
please contact Jasmine
Watson via What’sApp
07709 498094.
Thanks as always Hillesley
– you always deliver!
Jasmine Watson,
Chair, FOHS
Email: Jasmine_gossard@
hotmail.co.uk
Email: Mary Elcombe
maryelcombe@
hotmail.co.uk

COUNTRYFILE IN
HILLESLEY
The BBC have been and
gone! They filmed a
follow-up to the original
John Craven piece about
the Hillesley Harvester –
now this Hillesley
Happenings. It was a 50year gap and the original
footage is very charming –
featuring Fred Raines who
had a gardening column
in the Hillesley Harvester,
edited by Mrs Hope
Nicholson and assisted by
her children Louise and
William Nicholson. Lou
and the now-famous Bill
came back for the film
day on Thursday 21
October.
So many great stories
came out during the
research period and it’s a
shame that they couldn’t
all be included. Some
were even dropped on
the day itself. There is
definitely enough material
for Hillesley to do it’s own
film!! Any offers?
Here is a story from Lance
Doughty about his
experience:-

THE LONG PINT
I was asked to be filmed
for Countryfile, speaking
about the community
rescue of the pub. The
start was put back several
times before they
eventually arrived, but
the beautiful weather
compensated as they
were able to film outside.
I was provided with a pint
and told to sit on a bench
and wait. Gerry joined me
and we chatted while the
crew set things up for
Fred Raines’ piece.
Suddenly John Craven
appeared at my side to
record his departure from
me to go and see Fred. It
seemed odd to me, but I
guess they know their
business.
Unfortunately, the piece
with Fred took quite some
time – and I realised that I
couldn’t touch my pint
(for continuity reasons,
given they’d already
filmed the end of my little
slot!).
When finally John came
back to record my brief
interview it was over in a
flash. After finally
finishing my pint, and a
little more hanging
around for photos etc,
I headed home; two and a
half hours expended for
20 seconds that may not
even get broadcast! Still,

it was nice meeting 81years-young Mr Craven,
and gaining insight on
how these programmes
are assembled.
LOCATION, LOCATION,
LOCATION (a report from
Louisa Lockwood)
The BBC wanted to film
me as editor of HH to
replicate Mrs Nicholson’s
part in the film from 50
years ago. This was at the
T-junction next to the
phone box, but traffic at
rush hour wouldn’t allow
it, even in position 2 set
back on the bench.
While the location was
being discussed by
producer, sound man and
cameraman, John Craven
had been trialling some
questions on me, which I
didn’t have the answers
to – luckily Rebecca Arkle
and Jackie Moore and
Freddie Bury were on
standby and did have
some answers!
Phil Frankland popped out
to assist with location 3
and supplied 2 gorgeous
blue garden chairs which
were taken to the middle
of a nearby field. In the
fading sunshine, with
cameras rolling, John tried
again and had about 5
questions for me. They
really wanted funny
stories from the

newsletter, but the funny
stuff all happens on
What’sApp now. (NB in
contrast, the 12 Hillesley
Harvesters that Margaret
Plummer has are real
gems that give glimpses
into the homes and
characters of Hillesley 40
to 50 years ago.)
It was a delight to be
interviewed by John
Craven – he knows his
craft inside out – it was
impressive that he
managed to chat
engagingly and keep
clarity and flow of
questions in order. And
remembered all the
questions again for a
second take from a
different camera angle.
I tried but didn’t get the
option to do the answers
again so, if they keep any
of it in, it’s unpolished for
sure!
Twitter link original film:
https://twitter.com/bbcar
chive/status/1152911099
194425344?lang=en
Facebook link:
https://www.facebook.co
m/BBCArchive/videos/70
5897603182676
BROADCAST DATE
Sunday 21 November
Could be BBC ONE or BBC
TWO, around 5pm.

CHRISTMAS
FLOWERS &
WREATH ORDERS

Is your calendar is
already too full?
I am now taking orders for
bespoke orders of
Christmas flowers and
arrangements including
wreaths made to your
requirements; perfect for
gifts for others or “simply
me” treats!!

The mantlepiece
arrangement illustrated
(photo above) was made
for a very lovely lady in
the village last year: but
all designs are uniquely
created for you.
For more information,
please contact Emma
Clark on mobile 07716
494585.

CHRISTMAS WREATH WORKSHOP
Saturday 18 December, 10am to 12noon
Tickets £40 each
Create your very own special and individual wreath for
Christmas including how to make a willow wreath base.
Cost includes all materials plus a pre-consultation for
any special requirements you would like to include in
your wreath (e.g. flower colours, style, lights and so on).
Festive treats.
Book with Emma Clark, mobile 07716 494 585.

