
 

 

 

 

 
 

HILLESLEY 

HAPPENINGS 
 

ISSUE 342, Dec 2021 / Jan 2022 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
Sunday services 10.30am Wotton Baptist Church, hybrid church 
Sunday services various  St Giles, check Facebook and inside 

 
 

DECEMBER 2021 
Friday 3  7.30pm  Live Music, Jakey Graupner, The Fleece 

Saturday 4 9am–12.30pm Christmas craft market, The Fleece 

Saturday 4 4pm  Christmas street fair, Wotton 

Sunday 5 4pm  Christingle, St Giles 

Sunday 5 7.30pm  Quiz Night, The Fleece 

Tuesday 7 8pm  Parish Council meeting, Hopkins Hall 

Wednesday 8  10.30am Coffee Morning & Raffle, The Fleece 

Thursday 9 12.30-1.30pm Charity Soup Lunch, Methodist Hall, Hawkesbury 

Thursday 9 6.30pm  Brussels Sprouts Cook Off, The Fleece 

Friday 10 7.30pm  Live Music, Harry Round, The Fleece 

Saturday 11 10.30am-12.30 Meet & Greet, The Fleece 

Sunday 12 4pm  Nativity & Procession, start Hopkins Hall 

Sunday 12 7.30pm  Acoustic Night 

Sunday 19 7.30pm  Vinyl Night Christmas Party 

Wednesday 22 11am–1pm JFMC Coffee Morning, Hopkins Hall 

Friday 24 11am-11pm The Fleece open, drinks & snacks 

Saturday 25 11am-3pm The Fleece open, drinks only   !!HAPPY XMAS!! 

Sunday 26 11am-11pm The Fleece open, drinks only 

Monday 27   The Fleece is closed 

Friday 31 New Year’s Eve The Fleece + music 

 
Friday 21 January HH copy deadline for February edition. 
WARNING: Elf Hazard ahead – elves on the loose – how many can you find? 

 
 
JANUARY 2022 
 



DIRECTORY 
Parish Council  
Simon Lee 
01666 890230 
 
The Fleece Inn 

01453 520003 
 
Hillesley Primary 
School 

01453 843551 

 
Jubilee Field  
and Hopkins Hall Hire 
Gerry Shaw 
07789 762644 
 
St Giles Church 
Church warden 
Martin Crossley 
01453 844391 
 
Pre-school Forest 
School 
Hannah Druett 
07870 498108 
 
Allotment Association 

Faz Holder 
Viola Broussine 
 
 

Hillesley Cricket Club 
Phil Frankland 
01453 521320 
 
Hillesley Tennis Club 
John Knowles 
johnkpknowles55 
@yahoo.co.uk 
 

Music with Mummy 
Katie Carter 
07912 617818 
 
Wotton Baptist 
Church 
Arlene Greenwood 
01453 520345 
 
Hillesley Heating Oil 
Buying Group 
Alan Clark 
07810 304230 
alan@ascmac.co.uk 
 

 
Hawkesbury Shop 

01454 238639 
 
Spar, Kingswood 

01453 842230 
 

THE DOOR  
YOUTH PROJECT  
Facebook 
@TheDoorStroud 
thedoor.org.uk 
Open to all young 
people aged 11-25 and 
their families, for 
support.  
 
Young Person’s Phone 
Line Mon to Fri, 5-7pm 
01453 705350 
 
MUSIC WITH MUMMY 

Music with Mummy is a 
carefully structured 
programme of classes 
taking your child on a 
wonderful, fun and 
sensory musical journey 
from birth until school 
age. Packed with 
educational benefits and 
excitement!  
Contact: 
www.musicwithmummy
.co.uk/wotton/ 
Mob: 07912 617818 

Hillesley Happenings: neighbour support, for any query or need 

• Phone Jacqui Moore tel: 01453 521826 / 07799 618009 

• Phone David Darlow tel: 01453 842947 

• Phone Louisa Lockwood tel: 01453 845710 / 07866 386416 
Email louisa.lockwood@mac.com 

Facebook @HillesleyHappenings ‘Like’ the page to stay in touch [390+ followers] 
Hillesley Happenings WhatsApp Contact Jacqui Moore (07799 618009) or Mez 
Elcombe (07849 833001) to join the group [136 folk]. 



Email: 
musicwithmummy 
katie@hotmail.com 
Instagram 
@musicwithmummykati
e 
Facebook @Musicwith 
Mummy.WottonUnderE
dge   

 

 
 
LETTERS 
Church Farm 
Hi Louisa,  
Please be kind enough 
to add me to your 
mailing list to receive 
Hillesley Happenings 
electronically. I’ve also 
suggested my second 
cousin adds her contact 
details. 
 
We are both great 
grandchildren of John 
and Anna Always who 
farmed 15.5 acres of 
Church Farm, Hillesley in 
the 1870s. With a 
daughter (Dora), they 
are buried in the 
churchyard by the small, 

(south?) side door to 
Hillesley Church 
  
I live locally and try to 
keep abreast of 
developments. My 
cousin lives in 
Vancouver but she is as 
interested as I am in 
local family history so 
we are frequently in 
touch and we visited her 
a couple of years ago. 
With thanks,  
Christopher Dunn 
 

 
Rose Hill 

Dear Editor, 
I have just watched the 
Countryfile programme 
about Hillesley. When I 
heard that the author & 
poet had not been there 
for forty years, I thought 
I would write. 
*82* years ago I was at 
Rose Hill school in 
nearby Alderley. I used 
to walk to a little shop in 
Hillesley where, 
displayed in the window, 
were yellow books 

about Rupert Bear. 
When my pocket money 
allowed, I walked back 
to school with one of 
those special books 
under my arm. 
 
I stayed at school during 
the holidays doing all 
sorts of things – salting 
huge jars of runner 
beans, helping stir the 
wash tub, turning 
mattresses made of 
horse hair. I loved 
polishing the brass in the 
church. I must have 
been 9. I still have a little 
certificate saying I won 
the first form prize! 
 
I remember so clearly 
lying in the long grass 
trying to catch 
grasshoppers, and 
making soup out of 
cabbage leaves (stolen) 
+ an oxo cube on a little 
fire out of sight in my 
‘garden’. 
 
So many things come to 
mind: singing “Where 

Hillesley Happenings newsletter: all news welcome – please send us your info 
about local events, clubs and all-sorts. Editorial louisa.lockwood@mac.com 
Advertising Arlene Greenwood greenwoods@tuliptree.org.uk. Kindly delivered 
to local houses by Lillian & Terry Mountford, Margaret Plummer, Louise 
Clements, Chris Taylor, Kate Woodrow, Whitbread family, and Doughty family. 
The printing is paid for from ads revenue.         



e’re you-oo walk,…” and 
looking through the 
front doors down a 
lovely avenue.  
 
Rose Hill was a boys 
school, but in the war, 
took a few girls. There 
was a lovely library 
where one little boy – 
his name was Julian 
Belfrage – would get 
into a cupboard and 
imitate his father Bruce 
Belfrage who was a 
news reader for the BBC. 
 
Another boy was Bobby 
Butlin, the son of Billy 
Butlin of camping fame. 
 
In the holidays I used to 
stay with Mr Carl & Mrs 
Doreen Bailey at the 
vicarage. No lights – just 
oil lamps. I had my very 
own one to take upstairs 
to bed 
 
This is only scratching 
the surface, done on the 
spur of the moment.  
With very best wishes 
Shirley Cutchley  
(née Crouch) now 89. 

HILLESLEY & 
TRESHAM  
PARISH COUNCIL 
www.htpc.org.uk 
 
Chair: Simon Lee 
Tel: 01666 890230 
Clerk: Elizabeth Oakley 
Email: 
htpclerk@gmail.com 
 
Next meeting: Tuesday 7 
December, 8pm, 
Hopkins Hall, Hillesley 
 
Chair’s Report 
It was a pleasure to 
welcome four 
parishioners to 
November’s Parish 
Council meeting. At the 
start of every parish 
council meeting there is 
a public section where 
parishioners have the 
opportunity to raise 
concerns, air opinions 
and give ideas generally 
on improving 
community life. After 
the public section 
everyone is invited to 
stay and observe the 
formalities of the 
meeting itself (which I 
like to think is more 
interesting than you 
might expect). At the 
last meeting, road 
safety, fibre optic 
broadband and 
footpaths were the 

topics raised and 
discussed during the 
public section.    

Road Safety 
The Parish Council may 
have limited specific 
power in this area, but it 
does have some 
influence.  There have 
been past initiatives to 
have 20mph speed limits 
through our villages, but 
this is extremely difficult 
and expensive to 
achieve without the 
support of our county 
council. However, we 
can improve existing and 
install extra signage. We 
can also display our own 
signs, providing it 
doesn’t obscure or 
contradict existing 
signage. Please continue 
to bring concerns and 
ideas on improving road 
safety to us.   

Broadband Installation 
It came as a surprise to 
the Parish Council to 
hear that around ten 
properties in Hillesley do 
not yet have an option 
to use fibre optic 
broadband. Some 
properties do not even 
have a dedicated point 
of termination (POT).  
Information from 
Gigaclear coming to 



households about 
addressing this has been 
sparse and vague. This is 
exacerbated by the 
recent news that 
Gigaclear’s main 
contractor Complete 
Utilities, has gone into 
administration. The 
Parish Council is writing 
to Gigaclear requesting 
assurances that the 
Parish’s installation is 
completed to an 
accurate deadline as 
soon as possible.  

Footpaths around 
Hillesley  
Congratulations are due 
to everyone involved in 
the filming and 
production of the recent 
BBC Countryfile article 
and the Points West pre-
cursor (not least the 
editor of this 
publication!). It was 
wonderful viewing and a 
further reminder about 
the beautiful part of the 
world we live in.  

The Parish Council is 
committed to improving 
accessibility to more of 
our surrounding 
countryside. To this end, 
we will be working 
closely with our 
Cotswold Wardens and 
investing in more kissing 
gates to replace existing 
broken and difficult to 
negotiate wooden stiles. 
Your feedback on this 
would be very much 
appreciated.  Where do 
you walk?  Are there any 
broken stiles or bridges 
or inaccessible footpaths 
that you would like to 
see rectified? Either 
come to a council 
meeting, send an email 
to the clerk or have an 
informal word with a 
parish councillor. 

The next Parish Council 
meeting will be on 
Tuesday 7 December at 
8pm in Hopkins Hall, 
Hillesley. 
Simon Lee (Chair) 

Parish Council members: 
Mark Humphries, Wayne 
Cockram, Steve 
Hayward, Rachel Preece, 
and Elizabeth Oakley 
(clerk). 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
CHRISTMAS IS 

COMING TO 

HILLESLEY!!! 



 



  



THE FLEECE INN 

Monday to Sunday,  
12noon to 11pm.  
Run by Mykel and 
Rebecca Cameron. 
 
Please follow our 
Facebook page for 
updates and events: 
https://www.facebook.c
om/fleeceinnhillesley  
Email: fleecepub 
@outlook.com 
Tel: 01453 520003 
 
It’s a busy month leading 
to the end of 2021 and 
our 4th month at The 
Fleece – lots of things 
going on!! 
Rebecca & Mykel 

 
 
JOB VACANCY: KP 
The Fleece Inn is 
recruiting for an 
assistant KP on either a 
full time or part time 
basis. An opportunity to 
join a great team with 
support and training 
offered to the right 
candidate. 

Please contact us for 
more details and to 
apply. 
Rebecca & Mykel  
Tel: 01453 520003 
 
 

DATES FOR THE 
DIARY  
Friday 3 December 
7.30pm Live Music 
with Jakey Gräupner  
 
Saturday 4 December 
Christmas Craft Market 
(inside the pub)  
9am-12.30pm.  
We already have a 
number of traders 
booked with us, please 
come and support them 
on the day. 
 
Sunday 5 December 
7.30pm, Quiz night 
hosted by Peter 
Whitbread. 
 

Wednesday 8 December 
10.30am, Coffee 
Morning, £3.50 for 
coffee and cake, plus 
charity raffle. 
 
Thursday 9 December 
6.30pm, Brussels 
Sprouts Cook Off, charity 
event buffet, in aid of 
Children with Cancer UK. 
Each dish entered must 
contain Brussels sprouts. 

 
 
Friday 10 December 
7.30pm Live Music 
with Harry Round 
 
 
 

 
CHRISTMAS MARKET, THE FLEECE 

Saturday 4 December, 9am to 12.30pm 
 

• Mulled Cider & Mince Pies 

• Tea/Coffee with cake 
• Stalls include: Character Neddy for the Donkey 

Sanctuary; SF Craft Supplies; Artist Claire 
Failes; Gill’s Arty Creations; Body Shop; 
Christmas Fairies and Wishes in a Bottle; 
Charfield Wine Works; Author Debbie Young; 
Designed by Day; Woodlands Art Studio; No 
Two The Same. 



Saturday 11 December 
10.30am to 12.30pm 
Meet and Greet at The 
Fleece with coffee and 
cakes £3.50. A chance to 
meet old timers and new 
comers, ALL WELCOME! 
 
Sunday 12 December 
7.30pm Acoustic Night 
 
Sunday 19 December 
7.30pm, Vinyl Night 
Christmas Party 
 
 
 

CHRISTMAS 
OPENING 
HOURS AT 
THE FLEECE  

 
CHRISTMAS EVE  
Friday 24 December 
11am to 11pm 
We will be open for 
drinks and light 
lunchtime bar snacks 
only. 
 
CHRISTMAS DAY  
Saturday 25 December 
11am to 3pm 
We will be open for 
drinks only. 
 
BOXING DAY 
Sunday 26 December 
11am to 11pm 
We will be open for 
drinks only. 
 

CLOSED 
Monday 27 December 
We will be closed on this 
day for a rest!! 
 
NEW YEAR’S EVE 
Friday 31 December 
We will be open for New 
Year’s Eve – there will be 
music!! 
 
JANUARY EVENTS 
We will be hosting the 
usual acoustic and vinyl 
nights in January. Please 
keep an eye on 
Facebook for updates.  
 

HILLESLEY PRIMARY 
SCHOOL CHRISTMAS 
HAMPER RAFFLES! 
There are six festive 
hampers of delicious 
goodies to be won!  
£1 per ticket from any 
parent or behind the bar 
at The Fleece. Please 
ask! Draw around 14 
December. 
All funds to Hillesley 
Primary School activities 
and resources.  
Thank You. 



THE BIG HILLESLEY 
CHRISTMAS CARD  
Please add your card to 
the village in the church 
porch from the first 
week in December. The 
idea being to wish all 
friends and neighbours a 
happy Christmas with 
one card and to give a 
donation to charity in 
lieu of sending multiple 
Christmas cards in 
Hillesley. 

              
 
COFFEE MORNING 
It has been so good to 
resume our Community 
Coffee Morning and 
Raffle in the pub in the 
last couple of months. 
It’s been lovely to see so 
many ‘old timers’ as well 
as a few newcomers, 
including those from the 
recently occupied 
houses in Lovetts Way. 
Our new landlords, 
Rebecca and Mike and 
their team, have 
certainly helped to 
create a convivial 
atmosphere and done us 
proud with the scrummy 
cakes and hot drinks.  
On top of having a jolly 
nice time and a good 
natter we have also 

raised £200 for The Air 
Ambulance from the 
raffle. Thank you to all of 
you who buy tickets and 
to those of you who also 
very generously donate 
prizes. The next Coffee 
Morning and Raffle, with 
a Christmas theme, will 
be on 8 December at 
10.30am. Hoping to see 
you there!  
Angela Doughty 

 
 
FOOD BANK 
Many thanks to all who 
have been donating 
items to the food bank.  
The Christmas Shopping 
List is: - 

• Box of chocolates 

• Christmas crackers 

• Festive cake 

• Custard 

• Sponge puddings 

• Tinned potatoes 

• Mince pies 

• Stuffing & Gravy 

• Long Life UHT Milk 

• Christmas paper 
plates 

Of course, other items 
are always welcome. 
The collection box is in 
the church porch and 
Gerry takes the items on 
a Tuesday. 
Thanks all. 
Jill Crossley 

HILLESLEY 
CHRISTMAS CARDS!  
A huge thank you to 
everyone that has 
ordered packs of the 
Hillesley Christmas 
Cards! 
These will be being 
delivered over the 
coming days! 
Thanks to Countryfile, 
we have sold packs as 
far as Devon, Sussex, 
London and 
Hertfordshire! 
We have over ordered, 
so if you need some 
last minute, please do 
email thehillesleychrist
mascard@gmail.com 
Thank you! 
Jasmine Watson 
Friends of Hillesley 
School 
 

  

SAVE THE DATE: 
Saturday 21 May 
The FOHS Team 
present: A 
Midsummer Night's 
Dream themed Ball! 
Tickets £60pp to 
include a welcome 
glass of fizz. 
Please book your 
tables of 10 with Mary 
Elcombe on email  
maryelcombe 
@hotmail.co.uk 
 



 

  
THE HILLESLEY HARVESTER  
Many of you will have heard of The Hillesley Harvester, the village paper 
which ran from June 1969 until June 1973; as well as a final farewell 
issue in March 1981.  
I thought it would be interesting and fun to submit excerpts from these 
magazines to Hillesley Happenings. We can then see how times have 
changed (or not?). 
 
From The Hillesley Harvester, June edition 1969 
A letter from Mrs Jotcham 
Dear Sirs,  
Having lived in the village all my life, there are several things I would like 
to see improved by way of making the village tidier. When I was a child, 
we used to have a roadman come every week to keep the roads and 
sides tidy; now they’re all on these big motorways and don’t come nearly 
enough. The nettles and docks are allowed to grow all round, especially 
on the verges, which I think is such a pity. What a change if we could be 
the most tidy village in Gloucestershire. Since the bus services are so 
poor, some of us without transport have to spend much of the time in the 
countryside, so it would be nice to make it prettier, wouldn’t it? 
 
Also, from a section entitled ‘Did You Know?’ 
The Rev. Thomas Shakespeare, a descendent of William Shakespeare, 
was Baptist Minister of Hillesley in 1825 at a stipend of £60 pa and three 
free sabbaths. 
How interesting! Perhaps the family at some point built and lived in 
Shakespeare House which is opposite the school in Hawkesbury Upton.  
 
‘News Round the Village’ concerning Hillesley School: 
Zig and Zag, the schoolroom gerbils, gave birth to five new babies on 
June 7th, thus joining Tom Thumb and Hunca Munca. The newcomers are 
as yet anonymous.  
 
And from ‘Announcements’: 
School gerbils for sale. Five new babies at 5/- each, only for those that 
have a cage. These Mongolian desert animals don’t eat much, drink 
much, or mess much.  
 
Friends of Hillesley School, please note this profitable sideline from 
yesteryear! Apparently five shillings or 25 pence in 1969 equates to a 
little under £5 today.  
Angela Doughty                    

 



HILLESLEY CE VA 
PRIMARY SCHOOL 
01453 843551 
admin@hillesley.gloucs.
sch.uk        
hillesleyprimary.com 

 
HEADTEACHER’S NEWS  
The new school library 
area is almost complete! 
As you can see from the 
photographs, there has 
been quite a 
transformation in this 
area of the school. It has 
involved repairs to the 
wooden floor, the 
building of a partition 
wall, decorating the area 
and buying shelving and 
furniture to make this an 
appealing and cosy place 
for the children to enjoy 
stories and books. The 
reading books scheme 
has been updated by 
Mrs Cooper working 
closely with the 
Gloucestershire Schools’ 
Library Service. The 
existing books were 
thoroughly audited and 
then renewed with lots 
of new banded titles. 

We have had some kind 
donations of books and 
the Cotswold Book 
Room in Wotton have 
secured some extra 
books for us up to the 
value of £600. This 
project started off as an 
idea I had a while ago 
but thanks to the 
fantastic fund-raising 
and support from the 
FOHS, villagers and the 
wider community, we 
are just about nearing 
the completion of this 
wonderful 
transformation! I cannot 
thank you all enough 
and I would like to give 
particular credit and 
thanks to Jasmine 
Watson who has worked 
tirelessly to raise funds 
for this project. Progress 
in reading and reading 
for pleasure, are always 
high on our agenda here 
at school so to have this 
new facility is such an 
asset! 
 
The project has taken 
longer to complete than 
anticipated, due mainly 
to problems with 
delivery of items, but it 
is finally coming 
together and it will be a 
very well-used area for 
years to come I am sure. 
 

 
Photo above shows 
before, and photos 
below show the new 
library area. 
 

  
CHRISTMAS 
PRODUCTION 
The staff and children 
are also in full rehearsal 
mode for our Christmas 
production of “It’s a 
Miracle!” and as ever we 
are working on learning 
lines, acting skills, 



singing and dancing. It is 
so good to be able to put 
this on once more and 
we have our fingers 
crossed that we will be 
able to go full steam 
ahead with it. It is still 
necessary to follow 
Covid 19 restrictions’ 
guidance and continue 
to risk assess and 
mitigate Covid infection 
and hence we are asking 
this year that only two 
adults per family attend 
a performance. We will 
sadly not be able to 
open it up to the wider 
village community this 
time, but we are hopeful 
that we will be able to 
go ahead with this event 
for the children and 
their immediate families.  
**** STOP PRESS***** 
Unfortunately on 1st 
December we have had 
to make the difficult 
decision to cancel the 
performances. This is 
following updated 
guidance from GCC and 
is in line with other local 
schools. A performance 
will be recorded for 
parents to watch. 
 
SPORT, MUSIC & MORE 
Other events have taken 
place during the past 
few months such as the 
recent football 

tournament at KLB 
which was enjoyed by all 
the year 5/6 pupils. We 
have also had an “Urban 
Sounds” music 
workshop for key stage 2 
and whole school Stay 
Safe workshops about 
Anti-Bullying. We have 
been attending Dursley 
Pool weekly for 
swimming lessons and 
our PE coach, Mr Evans, 
has been running an 
after-school Sports Club. 
In the new year, we 
have music lessons 
provided by the 
Gloucestershire Music 
Hub, and the Knex 
workshop to look 
forward to.  
 
There are a few other 
exciting things in the 
planning stages too! 
Reverend Russell has 
been to see us to lead a 
Remembrance Worship 
and he is also providing 
an Advent Worship via 
Zoom in early 
December. The 
Christingle service at St 

Giles is taking place on 
Sunday 5 December, 
4pm. We also have a 
Celebration Worship 
soon, when the children 
can be awarded 
certificates and other 
awards earned for 
achievements both in 
and out of school.  
The FOHS in conjunction 
with funds from the 
Parish Council, are 
planning to erect a large 
Christmas tree at the 
front of the school so I 
hope you will see it as 
you walk past the school 
over the coming weeks. 
 
This is always a 
frantically busy term but 
it is also full of fun and 
joy! I will take this 
opportunity to again 
thank you all for 
continuing to support 
our wonderful school 
and I wish you all a 
peaceful and happy 
Christmas. 
 
Jayne Pedley 
December 2021 



JUBILEE FIELD 
MANAGEMENT 
COMMITTEE 
Chair: Jenny Chappell 
jennychappell17 
@gmail.com 
Treasurer: Gerry Shaw 
shaws@yaudet.co.uk 
Secretary: Sue Crighton 
suecrighton@hotmail.co
.uk 

 
Play Equipment 
We have now paid a 
deposit for the new play 
equipment even though 
we still have to raise 
some more funds for 
this. A grant has been 
received from the Parish 
Council for which we are 
very grateful and also a 
substantial donation has 
been received from an 
anonymous person. The 
cost of the equipment is 
over £14,000 including 
VAT – an incredibly large 
amount of money for a 
small committee such as 
ours to raise and we 
thank everyone for 
supporting our coffee 
mornings and lottery 
which have helped. 
 
If there are any 
companies/sponsors out 
there who would like to 
donate then this would 
be extremely 
appreciated and we 

could of course 
advertise this on the 
area, if required. If you 
are interested in 
supporting us in this 
way, then please contact 
either myself, Gerry, Sue 
or any member of the 
committee. 
 
Coffee Morning 
The December coffee 
morning will be held on 
Wednesday 22 
December at the later 
time of 11am to 1pm.  
The later time is to take 
into consideration that 
this will be a Christmas 
themed morning with 
mulled wine, sausage 
rolls, mince pies and 
other Christmas goodies 
to eat! Please come 
along and start your 
celebrations with other 
friends from the village 
or elsewhere if they care 
to join us. 

Lottery 
Can you believe that it is 
now a year since we 
started the lottery! 
Hopefully, all existing 
members will join again 
and we would be very 
grateful if you could 
renew your standing 
order/direct debit or 
send a cheque. The cost 
is the same, £24 for the 
year or £2 per month.    
 
Currently the prizes are 
£65 first prize and £25 
second prize but the 
amount of these relies 
on the number of people 
in the lottery as half the 
income raised is given 
away in prize money; so 
the more members, the 
merrier the winners will 
be! If you would like to 
join then please contact 
our Treasurer, Gerry 
Shaw, on the email 
above or contact any 

member of the 
committee. 
 
Fundraising 
It has been a 
long time since 
we had a social 
event but we are 
hoping to 



arrange a Curry and 
Casino evening in 
March. A tentative date 
is Saturday 12 March 
2022. Each person will 
be given ‘money’ to 
spend and the person 
with the largest amount 
at the end of the 
evening will win a prize.  
Needless to say, the 
money will not be legal 
tender but a great deal 
of fun will be had by all.  
More details will follow 
in the New Year. 
 
Bookings 
Thank you to everyone 
who supports the Field 
and uses the Hall. If you 
wish to book the Hall 
please contact Gerry as 
he has the diary and 
details. 
 
On behalf of the 
Committee, we wish you 
a Merry Christmas and a 
very Happy New Year. 
Jenny Chappell 
Chair, JFMC 
 

 

 
 

 
 

FIRST STEPS & 
CARLY ELIZABETH
SCHOOL OF DANCE

HAWKESBURY - UPTON

N O W  A C C E P T I N G  S T U D E N T S !

We welcome students of all ages and skill levels.
Pre-School/Baby Ballet - Advanced 

CLASSES AVAILABLE WITHIN  
HAWKESBURY UPTON VILLAGE HALL GL19 1AU 

I.S.T.D GRADES, VOCATIONAL & PROFESSIONAL DANCE
EXAMINATIONS

IMPERIAL BALLET - MODERN - TAP - JAZZ

Telephone 

07540339511

Competitions / Exams / Festivals / Shows 

Email - 

carly_hall@hotmail.co.uk



ST GILES 
CHURCH  

 
 
 

 
Rev Canon David Russell 
01454 294267 
davidrussell@gmx.com  
wickwarbenefice.moonfr
uit.com 
 

From St Giles Church 
We wish you every 
blessing and joy for the 
Christmas Season and 
the New Year, and we 
would love to see you at 
some of our Advent and 
Christmas services. We 
are still encouraging the 
wearing of face 
coverings whilst moving 
in and out of church and 
there is space for folk to 
sit relatively safely. 

We entirely understand 
that not all are ready to 
gather together yet and 
so we offer online 
worship each Sunday at 
9am by Zoom. Please 
contact me by email or 
phone to get a link.  

Likewise we have a little 
service each Monday 
morning at 10am by 

phone. All you need to 
do to join this is ring  
033 3006 7775 and 
when asked enter the 
PIN 70694539 (Charge 
free) and you will join in 
a short 20 minute 
service taken by myself 
or Rick with a reading 
and a thought for the 
day and some 
prayers. You can just 
listen or join in as you 
wish. 

We haven’t yet planned 
our services or timings 
for January, once we 
have there will be our 
'Church Links' leaflet 
available in the porch 
during December. You 
are welcome to take 
one. 

Advent is a season that 
describes how we move 
from darkness to light, 
and the Christmas hope 
which reminds us of new 
life, becomes that light. 
The person of Jesus is 
often described as the 
light of the world, and 
the more we discover 
about him and his 
teachings and guidance, 
the more illuminated we 
become. I hope you can 
share some of that 
journey with us, one way 
or another, and that the 

new year opens up 
opportunities for us to 
share friendship, 
fellowship and that 
powerful hope in the 
light of the world. 
David 

SERVICES 
Sunday 5 December 
4pm CHRISTINGLE  
Please pick up your 
'make your own 
Christingle pack' from 
the church porch 

Sunday 12 December 
10.30am Parish 
Communion for Advent 

Sunday 19 December 
6pm Carol Service 
Please note the change 
in timing from previous 
advertising. 

Christmas Eve 
6pm Crib Service 

Midnight Mass 
11.30pm at Wickwar 
and Kingswood 
10pm at Charfield 

Christmas Day 
11am Family 
Communion service 

These arrangements could 
be subject to change due to 
COVID concerns and 
guidance. 



HAWKESBURY NEWS 
 
CHARITY SOUP LUNCH 
Thursday 9 December 
12.30pm to 1.30pm 
Methodist Hall, Back 
Street, Hawkesbury 
The three churches in 
Hawkesbury are holding 
a Charity Soup and Fruit 
Lunch in aid of the 
charity MIND.  
All welcome. For details 
contact Louise (238628) 
or Mary (238657). 
 
CAROL SERVICES IN 
HAWKESBURY THIS 
CHRISTMAS: 
 
Friday 17 December, 
7pm at Methodist Hall, 
Back Street, Hawkesbury 
Upton 
 
Sunday 19 December, 
10.30am at Bethesda 
Chapel, Park Street, 
Hawkesbury Upton 
 
Sunday 19 December 
5pm at St. Mary’s, 
Hawkesbury; The 
Friends of St. Mary’s 
Nine lessons and Carols 
 
Friday 24 December 
5pm at St. Mary’s, 
Hawkesbury; Carols by 
Candlelight and a live 
Nativity. 
 

HAWKESBURY STORES 
Opening times for 
Hawkesbury Stores over 
Christmas and New Year. 
 
Friday 24 (Christmas 
Eve) 7am – 2pm 
 
Saturday 25 (Christmas 
Day) CLOSED 
 
Sunday 26 (Boxing Day) 
9am – 11am 
 
Monday 27 & Tuesday 
28 (Bank Holidays) 
8am – 1pm 
 
Friday 31 (New Year’s 
Eve) 7am – 7pm  
 
Saturday 1 January 2022 
CLOSED 
 
Sunday 2 & Monday 3 
8am – 1pm 
 
All other days open as 
usual, 7am – 7pm. 
 
 

 
 
HAWKESBURY BELLS 
There have been many 
compliments on the 
sound of the bells 
installed at St Mary’s. 
The bells will be rung on 
the following dates in 
December, if the wind is 
in the right direction, 
you may hear them:   
   5 December, 9am  
   19 December, 4.30pm 
for The Friends of St. 
Mary’s Nine Lessons and 
Carols Service 
   24 December, 4.30pm 
for the Carols by 
Candlelight Service.  
 
We still need new bell 
ringers or we will not be 
able to ring all of the 
bells and that would be 
a great pity. If you are 

CHRISTMAS WREATH WORKSHOP 
Saturday 18 December, 10am to 12noon 

Tickets £40 each 
Create your very own special and individual wreath 

for Christmas including how to make a willow 
wreath base. Cost includes all materials plus a pre-

consultation for any special requirements you 
would like to include in your wreath (e.g. flower 
colours, style, lights and so on). Festive treats.  
Book with Emma Clark, mobile 07716 494 585. 

 



interested or are a 
lapsed bell ringer please 
contact Tower Captain, 
Colin Dixon on 299236 
or come to a practice. 
 
HAWKESBURY YOUTH 
GROUP – LEADER 
REQUIRED 
This is a paid role. 
Sessions run term time 
only, 3 times per month 
from 7pm to 8:15pm on 
Tuesdays. Experience 
not necessary – a 
willingness to get 
involved essential. 
Anyone interested to 
learn more about this 
either email 
hawkesyouth 
@gmail.com  or call 
Becki on 07411 806683. 
 
 

THE BEAUFORT ARMS  
STAFF REQUIRED 
The Beaufort Arms has 
vacancies for part-time 
Bar and Kitchen staff. 
Experience preferred 
but not essential as full 
training will be given. 
We offer competitive 
rates of pay and holiday 
pay. For more 
information, please ring 
01454 238217 or email 
fiona@ 
beaufortarms.com or 
contact us through our 
Facebook page. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HAWKESBURY TODDLER 
GROUP  
For bumps, babies 
crawlers and Toddlers 
Every Tuesday afternoon 
1.30pm to 2.30pm in 
term time in 
Hawkesbury Village Hall. 
Parents, Grandparents, 
carers from any village 
are all welcome. £2 per 
family. Refreshments 
provided. 
For details contact Vicky 
Rispin (01454) 232910 or 
vicky@coombeview.com  
 
  

Merry Christmas  

and blessings for a wonderful  

New Year and 2022. 



 



  



 
  



 
 

  



 
  

ADS IN THIS 
NEWSLETTER  

• reach circa 200 
households in 
Hillesley & Kilcot 

• e-copy to circa 40 
subscribers 
including Tresham 
residents 

• Hillesley Primary 
School families 

• run your advert 
on Hillesley 
Happenings 
Facebook to 330+ 
people 
 

£4 small ad per issue  
£30 year (10 issues) 

£10 full page per issue  
 

Please contact Arlene 
Greenwood on  
01453 520345 

greenwoods@tuliptree. 
org.uk  

OPEN DURING LOCKDOWN 

DO YOU SUFFER PAIN, DISCOMFORT OR STIFFNESS? 

Osteopath (& Cranial Osteopath) 

 

Hello, I am Annastasia Fraser (AKA Daisy/mum to Lilah and Freya).  I live in 

Hillesley and I may be able to help! 

 

I work at Nailsworth Natural Health Clinic and, when necessary, Hillesley. I 

can usually help with pain in the back, neck, knee, foot & ankle, shoulder, 

elbow & wrist, as well as sciatica and some headaches. In addition, 

osteopathy may also help a variety of difficulties experienced by babies and 

children. 

 

I am happy to give free initial advice by phone and to discuss whether 

osteopathy might be appropriate for you, your baby or your child. Please do 

text me on 07884 312 844 to arrange a call. 

 

For more information about Annastasia, Osteopathy and Appointments 

please visit www.nailsworthnaturalhealth.co.uk  
 
 

Hawkesbury 
Community Shop 

High Street, 
Hawkesbury Upton 
Tel: (01454) 238639 

 
Usual opening times:  
Mon-Sat: 7am – 7pm        

Sunday and Bank 
holidays:  

8am – 1pm 
 

retail@hawkesburyst
ores.co.uk 

www.hawkesbury-
stores.co.uk 

 



 


