
PARISH COUNCIL OF HILLESLEY AND TRESHAM 

Minutes of monthly Meeting 
Held at Hopkins Hall, Hillesley on 14th March 2022 at 8.30 pm 

Present: Cllr S Lee (chair), Cllr S Hayward, Cllr M Humphries, In attendance: Cllr L Cohen 
Public Participation. John Dansie (Cotswold Warden) attended and raised the poor condition of the 
Wortley road, in particular the many potholes.  Cllr Cohen explained that Highways are coming to 
inspect on 25th March.  John Dansie agreed to meet with Cllr Cohen and Highways to discuss the 
issue. 
Discussion regarding footpaths.  There is a little used footpath close to the newly created pond at Day 
House Lane, but the pond does not appear to obstruct it.  
The Chairman noted that there was now a sign indicating the footpath that runs from the Kilcott Road 
past Larton’s Mill.  It is unclear who installed the sign. It would be beneficial to have a sign at the 
other end as well.  
John Dansie agreed to look at the rotten stile on the footpath off Kilcott road, adjacent to Bank 
Cottage. 
Cllr Cohen had been approached about the Monarch’s Way where it passes through the garden of a 
house in Tresham.  Cllr Cohen had agreed with the owners to investigate whether the path could be 
diverted.   
1.To consider apologies for absence. Cllr W Cockram, Cllr R Preece, Cllr R Wilsher, Elizabeth 
Oakley (clerk) 
2.To consider declarations of interest in agenda items. None. 
3. To confirm the minutes of the meeting on the 15th February. Confirmed as a true record and is 
to be signed by the chairman.  
4. To review action points from the previous meeting not covered by the agenda. The Chairman 
has spoken to a joiner about repairing the Jubilee Bench.  It should be removed from the weather 
before being repaired, which the Chairman has arranged to do.   
In the absence of Cllr Cockram, Cllr Hayward agreed to report back on the Jubilee celebrations 
planned by the JFMC, following their imminent AGM. 
5.To note a report by the Clerk. The meeting accepted the report of the clerk with no comments. 
6.To note a report by the Chair.  
(i) The damage to the war memorial has been repaired for free by Matt Tewkesbury.  All agreed we 
should pass on our thanks to him. 
(ii) Bus shelter repair works have begun.  The Chairman has agreed the PC would reimburse the 
neighbour to the bus shelter in relation to any accidental damage that may be caused to his shed as a 
result of the repair works.   
(iii) Baptist Burial Ground.  The Chairman has received a letter from Teresa Doherty and Caroline 
Webber and will respond on behalf of the Council. 
7. To receive County and District Councillor reports. There were no comments on Cllr Cohen’s 
report. There was no report from Cllr Wilsher.  Cllr Cohen noted that it is possible to apply for a 
licence to close a public road in order to hold Jubilee celebrations and that the fees for doing so have 
been waived. The County Council have been waiting for the Government response on Ukraine before 
deciding what it is possible to do at County level.  There are ongoing discussions about cycle routes; 
it is possible to post comments via the County Council’s website.  Cllr Cohen agreed that it would be 
beneficial for her reports to be posted on the HTPC website. Action: the Chairman to arrange with the 
website developer for Cllr Cohen to be able to post her reports.  The Chair also agreed to attend a 
policing event to discuss local issues.  
8. Planning Applications. To note decisions and consider applications  



8.1 New Applications S.22/220428/FUL Land at Day House Farm, Day House Lane, Hillesley. 
Creation of a pond on farmland with a small island feature (retrospective). The council agreed to 
neither support nor object to the application, but note the existence of the nearby footpath, which 
should be kept accessible.  
8.2 Applications dealt with under delegated powers – there were no items.  
8.3 Decisions – there were no items. 
9. Finance 
9.1. To monitor performance to date. Cllr S Hayward had nothing to note.  
2. To approve payments: The following were agreed: Jake Palmer, website development, 

installment 2, £500; Elizabeth J Oakley, clerk’s wages, January, February, March 2022, £614.40; 
Elizabeth J Oakley, clerk’s expenses, Microsoft subscription, January, February, March 2022, 
(£23.97); Elizabeth J Oakley, clerk’s pay award differential backpay, £43.20. 

3. Update on banking arrangement. Agreement to remain with the Co-Op for the time being. 

4. To consider grass cutting arrangements.  Agreed that the current arrangements should continue. 

5. To review annual allotment fees.  Noted that these are very low (£5 per annum).  Agreed to 
maintain at the current level but review again next year. 

10. Highways, footpaths and waterways. Highways and footpaths issues were dealt with in the 
public participation section.  In addition it was noted that Cllr Cockram had attended a “20 is plenty” 
webinar.  Those present passed a motion that HTPC should be part of the 20 is plenty campaign. 
11. To receive a Parish Plan Update.  The draft questions circulated by the Chair were discussed.  
Agreed that some of the questions were unnecessary and could be deleted. The Chairman will 
circulate a further draft to be discussed again next month when others are present.  
12. To receive a report on website development. A new section for adding County and District 
Councillor’s reports would be beneficial, as well as a key documents section. The link on the website 
to “Hillesley a Backward Glance” for sale on Amazon shows it as being unavailable, so it could be 
removed.  The other link to the Gazette article about the book does work so should remain. Action: 
Chair to discuss these changes with developer. Action: Cllr Humphries to investigate whether 
“Hillesley a Backward Glance” is still available to buy. 
13. To receive update on car park developments procedures. We have now received the initial 
paperwork from the developer’s solicitors.  There is no mention of the water tank under the car park 
in the paperwork. Action: Cllr Humphries to review the paperwork and report back. Action: Chair to 
investigate whether the water tank might be problematic.  
14. To arrange asset biannual inspections.  Agreed to move to next meeting. 

15. To conduct annual policies review. Standing Orders, Risk Management, Financial 
Regulations. Agreed no changes necessary. 

16. To consider arrangements for the April APM.  Agreed we should ask each organisation 
that has received a grant to send a representative and invite the District and County 
Councillors.  Action: Clerk to write and invite the same.  

17. To confirm arrangements for Parish Clean Up Days.  Tresham clean up day will be 
this Saturday (19th March), which the Chair will supervise.   Hillesley clean up day will be 
the following Saturday (26th March), which Cllr Hayward will supervise.  The Chair will 
collect the PC’s equipment (litter pickers etc.) from the previous Chair and then pass onto 
Cllr Hayward.  It was agreed that the Hillesley clean up day should be mentioned on the 
Hillesley Happenings Whatsapp group nearer the time.  



18. To agree date and venue for the next Parish Council meeting. This has already been 
agreed as 12th April, when the APM will take place.  
Meeting ended at 10.10pm 
The next meeting of Hillesley & Tresham Parish Council will be held on Tuesday 12th April 2022 
at 7.30pm. 
I certify that the above minutes are a true record of the above meeting. 
  
Signed ......................................................................... Date .....................................  


